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WOOD LANE

It was an exciting day at the 
Ohio Statehouse on March 
5th with the kick off ceremony 
being held for Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month. 

The enthusiastic crowd of 500+ 
attended the ceremony and also 
had the opportunity to meet with 
their legislators during the day.  

Members of Wood Lane’s People 
First Chapter attended the event. 
and met with Representative 
Tim Brown and Senator Randy 
Gardner.  

On March 6th, they spoke 
about their experience at Wood 
Lane’s local kick-off event held at 
Wood Lane Industries. 

The event was one of the 
activities planned by Wood 
Lane’s Community in Partnership 
Committee (CIPC).  Additional 
photos from DD Month are on 
Wood Lane’s web site, blog, and 
Facebook pages.  

Senator Randy Gardner heard from individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their families on issues that 
were important to them.

Members of Wood Lane’s People First Chapter had 
their photo taken with Representative Tim Brown 

People First Members Visit State Legislators
DD Month kickoff celebration  combined with advocacy day at Statehouse

Families - please complete survey!
Feedback critical to develop Board’s Strategic Plan

Wood Lane is conducting a series of 
focus groups and requesting responses to 
a survey to obtain feedback about how the 
organization could best serve individuals with 
developmental disabilities, families and the 
community into the future. 

The Board is very interested and needs to 
hear from all stakeholders about what we 
envision Wood Lane to be like in the next 5 
to 10 years.  We will use this very important 
information as the next long range plan is 
developed.  

The Strategic Plan will establish the vision, 
goals and objectives for the Wood County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities in 
meeting the needs of the individuals served 
and their families.

Your input is valued and critically important to 
Wood Lane’s future success.  Please take the 
time to complete your survey to make sure 
your voice is heard!
FAMILY SURVEY AVAILABLE ON-LINE OR 
IN PAPER FORMAT      

Go to www.woodlane.us and click on the 
“survey” link in the “Recent News” section.  

If you prefer to complete a paper survey, 
please contact Kathleen Murray at 419 352-
5115 to have one mailed to you.  
The deadline to submit your survey is 

April 30, 2013.  
Thank you in advance for your time to 

complete the survey. 

Sincerely, 
Melanie Stretchbery, Superintendent

OUR MISSION
We will ensure the availability 

of programs, services and 
supports that assist in the choice 

and achievement of a life of    
increased capability;

Ensure the absolute right to 
live, work and participate 
in the community through 

programs and services that                                                          
facilitate and maximize 

development;

Assist and support families;

Participate in community 
activities that will help educate 

and foster understanding 
and acceptance of                                                     

persons with developmental 
disabilities.



2 WOOD LANE NEWS | April/May, 2013

“Without a gardener, there 
is no garden!”   Those were 
the words of Ken Lewis.  
Lewis, his wife Debbie and 
numerous other volunteers 
from the Wood County 
Master Gardener program 
donated their time last 
summer and fall to redesign 
Wood Lane School’s Sensory 
Garden.

The Master Gardener 
Program is a volunteer 
program which provides 
an “extensive course in 
horticulture to community 
members in exchange for 
their donation of volunteer 
hours to share gardening 
knowledge with others 
through the Ohio State 
University Extension-
sponsored activities.” 

The program is a 
cooperative effort between 
the Bowling Green Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
Wood County Park District, 
and The Ohio State University 
Extension Service in Wood 
County.

Chet Thomas, who was 
a member of the group, 
suggested the Sensory 
Garden as the gardener’s 
service project.  Thomas’ 
son was once a Wood Lane 
School student. 

The group’s knowledge 
from class was put into 
action and included soil 

analysis, researching plants, 
as well as working with 
Wood Lane Maintenance staff 
for excavation, planting, and 
mulching.

Master Gardener 
Carol Ballard noted that 
volunteering was beneficial 
for many reasons.   She 
said she enjoyed working 
as a team and being able 
to expand her circle of 
friends.  “It was great 
working together,” stated 
Ballard.  “I got to meet 
some great people and I 
hope to know them all for a 
very long time.”  The group 
also saw how their work 
was benefitting students.  
“It’s very rewarding to see 
something being improved 
because of our team work,” 
added Ballard.   “The work 
was worth our time if young 
lives will be brightened.”

Students and staff are 
anticipating colorful 
butterflies and hummingbirds 
this spring.  They also look 
forward to using  their sense 
of sight, touch, and smell 
thanks to the variety of plants 
and flowers in the garden.

For more information 
on the Master Gardener 
program, contact  Lisa Cook 
(O.S.U. Extension Office) at 
419-354-9050 ext. 8569 or 
cook.1033@osu.edu).

School’s Sensory Garden Gets 
Makeover from Master Gardeners 

Volunteers from the Master Gardener program at 
the Sensory Garden at Wood Lane School.

Expenditures increased by only .53% from 2011 and were below 
the original 2012 budget by 4.88%.   
•	 All departments have closely monitored their budgets .  Everyone 

has shown their commitment to stay within our budget.  
maintained a Property tax collections were lower than projected.  

•	 Expenditures included a 2% wage increase in January, 2012.

Revenue increased by 16.22% from 2011, but was below the 
original 2012 budget by .03%.
•	 The budget included the transfer of the remaining balance of 

reserve funds contributed (fund balance is now zero.
•	 Property tax collections were lower than projected.

2012 Expenditures and Revenue

Each year, the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
(Wood Lane) develops an operating plan that includes an annual 
budget.  During its March 18, 2013 meeting the Board approved of the 
2013 Operating Budget.  

In the face of tremendous fiscal uncertainty, Wood Lane has 
successfully projected expenditures and revenues to meet the growing 
numbers and needs of the individuals served while controlling costs 
and stretching the life of our current levy that was passed by voters in 
March, 2000.   In each of the past four years, actual expenditures have 
been below the budgeted amount.  

Listed below are a few highlights of the actual results of the 2012 
Operating Budget and the projected 2013 Operating Budget.

Board and staff provide excellent services in 
the midst of fiscal challenges and uncertainty

The number of individuals that are eligible and request services 
continues to increase.  In just a five year period, we have seen a 
substantial increase in the number of individuals served.  In 2008, we 
provided services to 633 individuals.  Current data  for 2013 show that 
we are serving 846 individuals.  This year marks the 12th year of our 
current levy collection. 

Expenditures are projected to increase by 4.65%
We project an increase in expenditures due to:
•	 More individuals are being served 
•	 A continuing trend of growth of individuals eligible and 

receiving services
•	 Continued Medicaid Waiver expansion.
•	 Increases in fuel, oil, and other costs.

Revenues are projected to decrease by 12.73% due to:
•	 A zero balance in reserve funds
•	 The accelerated phase out of Tangible Personal Property Tax
•	 A continued decrease in state revenues    

No wage increases are included in the 2013 budget.  We will 
continue our conservative approach with regard to our budget, 
especially in light of the closing of our reserve operating fund and the 
on-going state budget constraints.

$27 million Annual Operating Budget
2013 Projected Expenditures and Revenue
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Community Employment Services of Wood Lane 
recognized the Wood County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities for their commitment to the employment 
of individuals with disabilities.  At the March Board 
meeting, a certificate of appreciation was presented to 
the Board.  Employment Services Coordinator Vic Gable 
read from the certificate.

“It may seem self-serving to recognize our parent organization 
for supporting the services that they ultimately deliver,” “However, 
our Board has clearly done more than talk-the-talk in regards to 
believing in community-based employment for the individuals 
served.”

Their contribution, both in the leadership they provide 
to our organization and to the community, clearly 
demonstrates their sincere desire to empower individuals 
to learn, work, live and, participate in their communities.

Wood County 
Special 
Olympics 
spring sports 

are underway 
with athletes involved 

in five sports. 
Thirty-six athletes are registered 

for track, sixteen for bocce, and 
twelve for volleyball.  While no 
formalized practices are being 
held for cycling, six athletes are 
logging their own time in hopes 
of qualifying for area and state 
competition.  

This year, soccer has been 
reintroduced and nineteen have 
signed up for this program.  

Six individuals are also involved 
in a six-week adapted rock 
climbing program at BGSU.  

CHEER ON THE COMETS!  
Everyone is encouraged to 
cheer the Comets at their home 
volleyball games on April 30, 
May 23, and June 6.  There are 
two teams.  Home games are at 
the Dolores A. Black Gym (BG 
Community Center).  Games 
begin at 6 p.m.  

The Area IV Spring Games will 
be held on Saturday, May 11 at 
Oregon Clay High School.  

The annual Special Olympics 
State Summer Games are slated 
for June 28 - 30 in Columbus.

Larry Tipton (left) and Vic Gable (right) present Board 
President Joe Catalano with recognition certificate.

Board recognized for support of 
employment programs

Special Olympics Update

Staff 

Wood Lane staff wore 
blue on April 10 to support 
efforts to prevent child 
abuse and neglect.  

Wear Blue is a statewide 
awareness campaign that 
takes place on the second 
Wednesday of every April.  

Wood County Children’s 
Services led the county’s 
awareness efforts.  They 
planted 782 pinwheels 
in the lawn of the First 
United Methodist Church 
to represent the number 

of child neglect or abuse 
investigations that were 
completed in 2012.

A luncheon was held in 
the atrium of the Wood 
County Courthouse and a 
silent auction and raffle was 
held to benefit the Wood 
County Children’s Services 
Donated Fund.  The fund 
is used to assist programs 
for children in foster care. 
Thank you to all of the staff 
who wore blue to show your 
commitment to care!

to increase awareness

More photos, events of interest, resources, and 
information are posted on a regular basis at 

www.woodlane.us and 
www.facebook.com/Wood.Lane.Works.  

Don’t forget to “LIKE” us on Facebook.  

Sharon Feehan, Tammy Waynick, Rhonda Kendall, and Karen Rader

Barb Smith, Barb Dussel, and Sandy Woessner
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Community volunteers and groups provide ongoing and 
new experiences for youth and adults
Everyone has fun!

The annual Knights of Columbus “Hoop 
Shoot” was recently held at the  Dolores 
A. Black Gym. Members and spouses of 
the following Councils volunteered their 
time for the event:  Holy Trinity Council 
6373 (Bowling Green), Perrysburg Council 
7978, St. Patrick’s Heatherdowns Council 
14155 (Toledo), and Council 14344, River 
East Mother Theresa (Oregon).

On behalf of the forty-two youth and 
adults who participated, thank you!

What’s it like to be a DJ?  Recently, individuals in LEO Day Services got the 
chance to visit 107.7 “The Wolf” radio station and see what it takes!  

Wood Lane School thanks 
the Tiffin Radio Control 

Modelers for their visit and 
demonstration in April.  

It was exciting to see 
helicopters and airplanes fly 

in the gym!
 (see picture below)



The 3rd Annual “Feet on the Street” 
5K Run and 2K Walk will be held on 
Saturday, July 13, 2013.  The walk and run 
will begin and end at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church in Bowling Green.  
The event is a fund-raiser for Wood 

Lane Residential Services, Inc. to benefit 
residents.  Registration before June 30 is 

$20 and will include a t-shirt, gift bag and 
refreshments. 
 The 2K walk begins at 8 a.m. and the 5K 

run begins at 8:30 a.m.  
Complete details and a registration form 

can be downloaded at www.wlrs.org.  For 
more information, contact Melanie Grosjean 
at 419 353-9577 or mgrosjean@wlrs.org.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
June 1 for a “Family Fun Day” at 
Wood Lane.  The day will run from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at Wood Lane Industries. 
The event is being planned for the entire 
family.
Those attending are invited to 

hear humorist Kay Frances speak 
about “The Funny Thing About 
Stress.”  Frances has presented 
and performed in 38 states and 
Canada.  Her audiences have 
ranged from school groups to 
churches as well as businesses, 
universities, and corporations.  
According to Frances’ web site, 

“Kay’s humor combined with her 
expertise in stress management not only 

offers useful information, but shows 
folks a rollicking good time in the 
process. It’s clean, energetic “humor-
with-a-message” at its funniest. 

 In addition to the featured speaker 
and activities, the day will also give 
families an opportunity to personally 
talk with Wood County providers 
and the services they have to offer 
for individuals with developmental 
disabilities.  

Additional information as well as a 
schedule will be mailed to families and 
will also be posted on Wood Lane’s web 
site and Facebook page.

For more information about Frances, 
go to www.KayFrances.com.  

Humorist Kay Frances to Speak at Family Fun Day

Spread the Word!  Wood Lane Speaker’s    
Bureau excited to share their knowledge

Are you a member of a group or are you aware of groups 
needing speakers for upcoming meetings?  The Wood 
Lane Speaker’s Bureau is looking for the opportunity to 
present to groups of any age on a variety of topics rang-
ing from services to volunteer opportunities.
Presentations are made based upon a group’s interest 

and time frame.  Individuals who receive services, family 
members, or volunteers are paired with staff for speaking 
engagements.  
For more information or to schedule a speaker, contact 

Liz Sheets at (419) 352-5115 or lsheets@woodlane.us.  

April is Autism 
Awareness Month

“The puzzle pattern reflects the mystery 
and complexity of the autism spectrum. The 
different colors and shapes represent the 
diversity of the people and families living with the condition. 

The brightness of the ribbon signals hope—hope that through 
increased awareness of autism, and through early intervention 
and appropriate treatments, people with autism will lead fuller, 
more complete lives” (Credit-the Autism Society’s website).

Resources 
Autism Society of NW Ohio - www.asno.org

 (Contact available for Wood County Support Group)
The Autism Center at OCALI - www.ocali.org

Wood County Help Me Grow - www.wchealthcenter.org

Presenters include families, individuals served,                           
volunteers, and staff

Do you know the significance of the 
Autism puzzle ribbon?
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We are committed to a 
policy of equal opportunity 
in the provision of services 

and employment. 

No differentiation will be 
made based on race, 

color, religion, sex, age, 
sexual orientation, 

national origin, 
veteran status, or the 

presence of a disability.

May 1-7 School Personnel and Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 6  Ohio School Bus Driver and Transportation Staff Appreciation Day
May 9  School Fun Day sponsored by Hancock-Wood Electric (10 a.m. - 2 p.m.)
May 11   Special Olympics Area IV Spring Games at Oregon Clay High School
  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   Please contact Emily Dunipace to volunteer  
  (419) 352-5115 or edunipace@woodlane.us)
May 24   Wood Lane School Graduation (1 p.m. in the Wood Lane School Gym)
May 27   Memorial Day - Wood Lane School and Industries Closed
June 1  Family Fun Day

Upcoming Events

www.woodlane.us

Superintendent: 
Melanie Stretchbery

Board Members:              
Joe Catalano,  Frank Day, 

Cindy Herman, Ed Metzger, 
Pamela VanMooy, Martha 
Woelke, and Jane Zipperer

Wood County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities
1921 East Gypsy Lane Road
Bowling Green, Ohio  43402

HAVE AN EVENT OR PROGRAM TO SHARE?  Send  a description of the event, date, 
time, and contact to Liz Sheets (lsheets@woodlane.us) and request  it to be posted on our 
web site calendar and/or Facebook page.

We are committed to a policy of equal opportunity in the provision of services and employment.  
No differentiation will be made based on race,color, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, 

national origin, veteran status, or the presence of a disability.




